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1031-84 T Cell Secreted interferon-Gamma Mediates the Repair 
Response to Arterial injury: Studies on Immune- 
Deficient Rag-1 KO Mice 
Honovan Li, Paul Dimayuga, Taleo Anazawa, Juliana Yano, Jan Nilsson, Kuang-Yuh 
Chyu, Prediman K. Shah, Bojen Cercek, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Los Angeles, 
Cafifornia, Lund University, Malmo, Sweden. 
Sackgreund: Arterial injury initiates an immune-modulated response but serum levels of 
interferon-~' (IFN~) after injury has not been characterized. We tested the effect of adop- 
tive transfer of T cells from wild type mice or administration of exogenous IFN-y on the 
response to injury in B and T cell deficient Rag-1 KO mice. 
Methods: Carotid artery cuff injury was induced in Rag-1 KO and wild type mice. Serum 
IFN-~, levels were quantified by ELISA. T cell enriched splenocytes from wild type mice 
were injected i.v. (2-4 x 107 cells) into Rag-1 KO mice 48 hours prior to injury. Another 
group of Rag-KO mice was injected with murine IFN-~, (20, 000 units, every other day) 
starting on the day of injury. Neointimal area was measured 21 days after injury. 
Results: Basal serum IFN-y in wild type mice was 297.8_+123.4 pg/ml (n--4), and unde- 
tectable in 3 of 4 mice tested 24 hours after injury. IFN-~' levels returned to baseline levels 
3 days after injury (272_+195.5 pg/ml; n=3). Rag-1 KO mice had low levels of IFN-~' 
(44.3+41.8 pg/ml; n=3), which was increased after adoptive T cell transfer (464.5_+404.2 
pg/ml; n=4) indicating that the T cells were viable. 
Neointimal area in microns eq: 
Group Rag-1 KO Rag-1 KO+T Rag-1 KO+IFN 
Neointimal area 22 +/- 8.1 9.2 +/- 5.8 4.3 +/- 1.6 
*p<0.05 vs. Rag-1 KO 
Rag-1 KO+T= Rag-1 KO mice with T cell transfer 
Rag-1 KO+IFN= Rag-1 KO mice treated with IFN-y 
Conclusion: These results suggest that adoptive T cell transfer in Rag-1 KO mice leads 
to increased basal IFN-y and reduces neointimal formation in response to injury. Exoge- 
nous IFN-7 could be a useful adjunctive measure in modulating the repair response to 
arterial injury. 
1031-85 A Potential Protective Role of Heat Shock Protein 70 in 
Atherogeneais 
Jianhui Zhu. Arshed A. Quyyumi, Hongsheng Wu, David Rott, Alexandra Zalles-Ganley, 
Jibike Ogunmakinwa, Stephen E. Epstein, Washington Hospital Center, Washington, 
Dish of Columbia, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Maryland. 
Background: Heat shock proteins (HSPs) constitute a large family of ubiquitous mole- 
cules, highly conserved across species that aid in a cell's response to stress. Despite 
their important beneficial cellular functions, one of these molecules, HSP60, appears to 
serve as a target for autoimmune mechanisms involved in atheregenesis and thereby 
may contribute to athe~'osclerosis. Experimental evidence suggests a cardioprotactive 
role of another member of HSPs, HSP70, in several examples of acute myocardial 
stress. We therefore examined whether HSP70 is associated with coronary artery dis- 
ease (CAD). Methods: Blood samples from 421 patients (62% men, mean age 57 years) 
evaluated for CAD by coronary angiography, were tested for human HSP70 antigen 
(ELISA). Results: Serum HSP70 was detectable in 67% of study subjects. Unlike HSP60, 
the levels of HSP70 negatively correlated with the prevalence of CAD (P=0.015). On 
multivariate logistical regression analysis, individuals with HSP70 levels above the 
medium (0.Sng/ml) had half the risk of CAD than individuals with levels below the 
medium, and that the association between elevated HSP70 levels and low CAD risk was 
independent of traditional CAD risk factors (P=0.011). A similar negative association 
between HSP70 levels and disease severity (number of diseased vessets) was also 
found (P=0.011). Interestingly, HSP70 also negatively correlated with CMV infection, 
even after adjustment for CAD risk factors and seropositivities to other infectious patho- 
gens (P=0.0086). (CMV IgG seropositivity was an independent predictor of CAD; 
adjusted OR 1.73, 95%CL 1.02-2.93). Conclusion: These data provide the first evidence 
that human HSP70 is a potent marker for lowered CAD susceptibility, presumably 
through its multiple protective effects on a cell's response to stress. These studies raise 
the possibility that increased expression of HSP70 in cells of the vessel wall may have 
protective effects against the development of atherosclerosis without, as opposed to 
HSP60, serving as a target for autoimmune responses that attenuate beneficial effects 
and that may even exacerbate disease development. 
1031-86 Oncostat in  M, a Member of IL-6 Fami ly  Cytokines, 
Induces MMP-9 Expression and Activation in Vascular 
Smooth Muscle Cells via ERK-Mediated Pathway 
Tsuvoshi Naoata, Hisashi Kai, Rei Shibata, Yayoi Yoshida, Kaoru Moriyama, Tsutomu 
Imaizumi, Kurume Universi~ Kurume, Japan, 
Background: Oncostatin M (OsM) is a member of IL-6 family cytokines, which is pro- 
duced by inflammatory cells, and regulates cell proliferation and/or the extracellular 
matrix metabolism in various tissues. Matrix metallopreteinase (MMP)-9 has been impli- 
cated in formation and unstabilization of atherosclerotic lesions by regulating the extra- 
cellular matrix degradation. Currently, little is known on the effects of OsM on vascular 
smooth muscle cells (VSMCs). Thus, we examined the OsM-mediatad intracellular sig- 
naling system and the roles of OsM in cultured VSMCs from rat aorta. 
Methods: Activation of ERK1/ERK2 or Star3 was determined on the basis of immunoblot- 
ring analysis. MMP-9 mRNA expression was evaluated by the Real-time RT-PCR analy- 
sis. MMP-9 Activity was evaluated by gelatin zymography. 
Results: OsM transiently induced BRK1/ERK2. phosphorylations after 2 min with a peak 
at 15 rain, returning to baseline by 60 min. Star3 was also transiently phosphorylatad by 
OsM in the similar time course. Effects of OsM on ERK1/ERK2 and star3 were dose- 
dependent of OsM (0.1-30 ng/mL). Real-time RT-PCR analysis showed that MMP-9 
mRNA expression was transiently upregulated by OsM with a peak at 4 hrs. Further- 
more, gelatin zymography revealed MMP-9 activity was increased in the conditioned 
medium obtained from the OsM-treated VSMCs. An ERK kinase inhibitor, PD98059, not 
only blocked the OsM-induced ERKI/ERK2 phosphorylations but also abolished the 
OsM-induced MMP-9 induction and activation. In contrast, overexpression of a dominant 
negative Star3 using an adenoviral vector had no effects on the OsM-induced MMP-9 
mRNA induction. OsM had no significant effects on the serum-induced VSMC prolifera- 
tion. 
Conclusion: OsM stimulated MMP-9 expression and activation through the ERK-medi- 
ated pathway in cultured VSMCs. These observations raise the possibility that the OsM- 
related mechanism is involved in the progression of the atherosclerosis and the plaque 
rupture by regulating the extracellular metabolism. 
1031-87 Matrix Metalloproteinase Inhibition Reduces Axial 
Tensile Strength in the Arterial Wall 
Marion J. Sierevooel. Evelyn Velema, Carolien J. van Andel, Manon Oude Nijhuis, Freek 
J. van der Meer, Chris L. de Korte, Chaylendra Strijder, Miriam B. Smeets, Dominique P. 
De Kleijn, Cornelius Borst, Gerard Pasterkamp, Dept of Cardiology, University Medical 
Center Utrecht, G02-523, Heidelberglaan 100, 3584 CX, Utrecht, The Netherlands. 
Background. Matrix metallopreteinase (MMP) inhibitors are being tested in the preven- 
tion of restenosis. Their effect on the integrity of the normal and growing vessel wall is 
unknown. We studied the effect of MMP inhibition on arterial geometric growth, arterial 
compliance, tensile strength, collagen content and TGF-beta-I expression. Methods. 
Seventeen growing juvenile pigs and 12 mature pigs were treated with a non-selective 
MMP inhibitor (juvenile pigs: BB-2616, mature pigs: BB-2983) for 42 days or served as 
controls. Angiography was performed in peripheral arteries to assess arterial growth. 
Using 30 Mhz intravascular ultrasound, arterial compliance was determined in the exter- 
nal lilac arteries. In 4 right coronary arteries, two-dimensional stress-strain relationships 
were assessed. Collagen content was quantified in peripheral and coronary arteries 
using polarized light and digital image microscopy. TGF-beta-I mRNA expression was 
determined with semi-quantitative PCR. Results. Compliance did not differ among 
groups (p>0.05). However, tensile strength in axial, but not in circumferential direction 
was significantly reduced by MMP inhibition: axial stress 11.0 ± 4.2 (10E4 N/m2) at axial 
stretch of 60 % versus 54.3 ± 3.5 (10E4 N/m2) in the control group (p=0.001). No signifi- 
cant differences were observed in adventitial collagen content (p>0.07). Arterial geomet- 
ric growth was not affected by MMP inhibition: 12.2 ± 4.9 % versus 12.2 ± 1.3 % in the 
control group. MMP inhibition reduced TGF-beta-I expression by on average 42 % 
(p=0.01). Conclusions, MMP inhibition reduced both TGF-beta-I expression and axial 
tensile strength of the arterial wall without affecting collagen content. MMP inhibition may 
reduce axial tensile strength by reducing collagen cross-linking through inhibition of TGF- 
beta induced lysyloxidase activation. 
1031-88 PSGL-1 Blockade Using a Unique Monoclonal Antibody 
4RA10 Reduces Neointima Formation After Arterial 
Injury in Apolipoprotein-E Deficient Mice 
J William Phillios, Kurt G. Barringhaus, John M. Sanders, Ann C. Czarnik, Dietmar 
Vestweber, Klaus Ley, lan J. Sarembock, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia. 
Background: Emerging data suggests that P-selectin blockade may be important in lim- 
iting the response to vascular injury. P-selectin has been shown to mediate leukocyte- 
endothetium and ieukocyte-platelet interactions. These interactions are mediated 
through binding of P- selectin to P-selectin glycoprotein ligand-1 (PSGL-1) located on the 
surface of leukocytes. We tested the hypothesis that blockade of PSGL-1 using a unique 
blocking monoclonal antibody would result in reduced neointima formation following 
carotid denudation injury in apolipoprotein E (apoE-/-) mice fed a Western diet (WD). 
Methods: Female ApoE-/- mice (n=28) were fed a WD for one week prior to wire denu- 
dation of the left common carotid artery followed by four weeks of WD. Three hours prior 
to injury each mouse was given a single bolus of 100mg of rat antimouse blocking mono- 
clonal antibody to PSGL-1,4RA10, (n=12) or isotype control (n=16) via I P injection. Four 
weeks after injury, carotid arteries were removed, paraffin embedded and sectioned for 
histomorphometry 
Results: Neointima formation at 28 days was significantly reduced (58%) in the 100mg 
PSGL-1 antibody treated groups versus isotype controls (13000mm2 ± 3000 vs. 
31000mm2 ± 4000, p£0.001, n=28). Intima to media (I/M) ratios were also reduced (0.24 
± 0.06 vs. 0.60 ±0.01, p£0.01, n=28). 
Conclusions: Inhibition of leukocyte-endothelium and leukocyte-platelet interactions by 
PSGL-1 inhibition using a unique blocking monoclonal antibody, 4RA10, significantly lim- 
its neointima formation following carotid denudation injury at 28 days in the cholesterol- 
fed, apoE-/- mouse. 
1031-89 Enhancement of Calcium Sensitization Mediated by a 
Rho Associated Protein Kinase in Resistance Arteries 
Rats With Congestive Heart Failure 
Satsuki Koida, Mitsumasa Ohyanagi, Atsuncri Ueda, Eishin Shimizu, Tadaaki Iwasaki, 
Hyogo College of Medicine, Nishinomiya, Japan, 
Background. Although many studies suggest that enhanced contractile response of 
resistance arteries in congestive heart failure (CHF) is due to dysfunction of endothelium, 
there is very few study that a Rho associated protein kinase play a role of this enhance- 
ment of contractile response of resistance arteries in CHF. The aim of present study was 
to examine whether Ca2+ sensitivity is increase and to examine the role of Rho associ- 
ated protein kinase in activating contraction of resistance arteries in CHF. We also stud- 
ied the change in the response of protein kinase C (PKC) inhibitor in arteries in CHF 
compared with control. Methods and Results : Heart failure rat induced by ligation of the 
left coronary artery. Sham operated rats were controls. Femoral arteries(100 micro-m) 
